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Dry season must be the season for Training Programs as they are flowing thick and fast! (Wouldn’t  have anything to do with the fact that facilitators from down south want to experience the beautiful weather up here at this time of year and escape the cold??!!)  But up skilling seems to have been the order of the month!  On that note, please note that a ‘Supporting the Bereaved Workshop’ will be conducted in the office, free for all volunteers of our organisation. Details appear later in this edition of the ‘Vocal Voice’.
Still thundering forward with the Conference planning, and the sleepless nights I’d been warned about are starting to sneak in on the odd occasion. But, as the saying goes, Prior Preparation Prevents Poor Performance, and we are confident this event is going to be a great success!

Anyway, must get back to it, no time for dilly dallying!!

Enjoy……….

Kind regards

Treena Monroe
CRIMESTOPPERS

1800 333 000

Did you know that Crimestoppers receive on average 100 calls per month from the community with information about criminal activity?  If you know information that may assist in a criminal investigation or to stop illegal activity, please report it for the sake of a better community.

From the Volunteer Coordinator…
I would like to take the opportunity to say thanks to the staff of Anglicare who delivered the Applied Suicide Intervention Skills Training to so many of us in Darwin recently at no cost.  I, along with countless others have just completed this training and it is an extremely useful tool to us in the Social Services to have when working with people who are traumatised, depressed and often just feeling overwhelmed by their experiences.  Some of our volunteers have now also completed this training which enhances and compliments their existing skills base.
Also congratulations to the organisers of Palmerston’s recent Family Day which was attended by many from Palmerston and beyond.  Its great to see people coming out to support community driven events and it was great to go somewhere with so many activities for children, thanks guys, the kids barely humbugged me all day!
Volunteers Voice…
Here’s an opportunity to get to know this organisations tireless volunteers a little bit better…………..
Volunteer’s name: 
Cheryl 
Occupation:
Volunteer Coordinator / Social Worker
Age:



Over 40 under 50
Star Sign:


Aries
Length of Service:
Over 4 years under 5, now Chairperson of VOC NT’s committee.
At Home:
House work and kept busy with two teenage children, occasional socialising for good measure.
Favourite book:
Clan of the Cave Bear series is a definite favourite.
Favourite movie:
Ghost.
Favourite pastime: 
Vegetating whenever that’s possible, a glass of chardy and a sunset will do though! 
Why VOCNT?:
Always been interested and was broken into with small children at home.  Interested in the plight of victims. 
What’s next for Cheryl?
Surviving next week!!!!!
A SAMPLE OF RECENT VICTIM ASSISTANCE

Case 1.
We received a call from a young man who had recently relocated to Darwin who was assaulted and robbed of all his money.
What VOCNT did:  
We were able to assist this man to secure some temporary emergency accommodation.  We also linked this client to various local services who would meet with him to discuss possible emergency relief options (financial / food) to see him through to his next pay day.
Case 2.
We received a call from a man who is living in a rental property which has been broken into three consecutive times in the recent past.  This man is having difficulty getting the real estate to come to the party in regards to improving his security.
What VOCNT did:
VOC NT offered to undertake a comprehensive security audit which would clearly outline to his Landlord the security issues he faces living in this property.  The subsequent actions to the providing of the report could be that the landlord actually upgrades the security, as currently the property is basically unsecurable as all windows are easy access points.  Otherwise, the tenant may choose to leave the property, as under the Residential Tenancies Act your landlord is obligated to ensure your property is securable.
Training and Support Groups





Anglicare NT will be conducting a ‘Supporting the Bereaved Workshop’ in our office on Saturday the 12th of August 2006 for all interested VOCNT Committee and  Victim Assistance Workers from 8.30am – 4.30pm.

The workshop gives you the opportunity to:

· Examine personal responses to loss

· Be introduced to the fundamentals of bereavement theory, including typical grief, complicated grief, suicide bereavement and how children and adolescents may respond to grief

· Develop grief facilitation skills through the use of a grief facilitation model and hands-on practice 

· Recognise the importance of self-care 

The cost of this workshop will be absorbed by Victims of Crime NT Inc.

Please contact the office on 8941 0995 to register your interested.

Oh Dear…
Some Classic Darwin Awards moments…….
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1990 Darwin Award Nominee
Confirmed True by Darwin

	 
3 February 1990, Washington
The following mind-boggling attempt at a crime spree appeared to    be the robber's first, due to his lack of a previous record of     violence, and his terminally stupid choices:

1. His target was H&J Leather & Firearms. A gun shop.
2. The shop was full of customers - firearms customers.
3. To enter the shop, the robber had to step around a marked police patrol car   parked at the front door.

4. A uniformed officer was standing at the counter, having coffee before work.

Upon seeing the officer, the would-be robber announced a holdup, and fired a few wild shots. The officer and a clerk promptly returned fire, covered by several customers who also drew their guns, thereby removing the confused criminal from the gene pool. 

No one else was hurt.
	


WATCH THIS SPACE……..

VOCNT are hoping to be producing a video to promote our services & provide a comprehensive overview of who we are and what we do to those attending the Conference this September.  If there are any aspiring actors/actresses please contact the office to register your interest in becoming involved. (We’ll be hunting you down anyway!!)

Cross Cultural Understanding: 
Why we need it along with a sense of humour!
Managers at one American company were startled when they discovered that the brand name of the cooking oil they were marketing in a Latin American country translated into Spanish as "Jackass Oil." 

~
Pepsodent tried to sell its toothpaste in Southeast Asia by emphasizing that it "whitens your teeth." They found out that the local natives chew betel nuts to blacken their teeth which they find attractive. Some were also offended by the slogan, "Wonder where the yellow went..." interpreting it as a racial slur. 

~
When Coca Cola was first marketed in China in the 1920's, the name was translated phonetically ("ke-kou-ke-la) to mean "female horse stuffed with wax" or "bite the wax tadpole" depending on the dialect. It was quickly revised to sound more like "happiness in the mouth." 

~
Columbia Pictures produced a movie in Egypt that resulted in all Columbia pictures being banned from the country due to the inaccuracies: accents were Pakistani, clothes were Moroccan, and the behaviour was American. Most offensive was the portrayal of Gamal Abdel Nassar, the Egyptian President, kissing his wife in public, highly unacceptable in Islamic countries. 

~
A company advertised eyeglasses in Thailand by featuring a variety of cute animals wearing glasses. The ad was a poor choice since animals are considered to be a form of low life and no self respecting Thai would wear anything worn by animals. 

~
Office address:

Suite 1, La Grande Building

Phone- (08) 8941 0995

8 Knuckey St



NT Wide Free Call- 1800 672 242

Darwin NT  0800                    

Fax- (08) 8941 0459







Email-  vocalnt@bigpond.com 

Postal address:





Website: 

GPO Box 1258



www.victimsofcrime.org.au
 

Darwin NT 0801
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