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Sponsor a Composting Bin on Easter Island

Fact Sheet
Easter Island

· Easter Island is one of the most remote islands of the Pacific Ocean

· Easter Island represents the most extreme example of forest destruction in the Pacific, and is among the most extreme cases in the world

· Easter Island is a province island of Chile, consisting entirely of three volcanoes, Poike, Rano Kau and Terevaka
· The island is most famous for its curious collection of gigantic stone statues, known as the Moai
· The island was discovered in 1722, by Dutch explorer Jacob Roggeveen, who spotted the island on Easter Day and gave its current name
· The island is an ecological wasteland due to the loss of most of its plant and animal life

· The island’s environment has decayed over the generations as its resource base was destroyed by humans

· Easter Island is the perfect example of how environmental degradation can and has destroyed a society
· The island’s isolation depicts a society that destroyed itself through overexploiting its own resources

· Immediate consequences for the islanders include losses of raw materials, losses of wild-caught foods and decreased crop fields

Tumbleweed Compost Maker
· The Tumbleweed Compost Maker provides the perfect solution, providing a rust, rat and dog proof solution and is 100% recyclable at the end of its life 
· The Tumbleweed Compost Maker is an above ground, free standing tumbling compost bin that uses organic wastes to create valuable compost
· The key to Tumbleweed composting bins is the air and moisture that is distributed by the tumble action which creates ideal conditions for rapid decomposition
· Tumbleweed’s unique composting bin rotates around its axis through the width of the bin allowing its contents to fall from the top to the bottom as it is tumbled

· The Tumbleweed Compost Maker also uses a breaker bar  across the middle of the bin which helps break up the contents as they fall to create even better compost

Sponsor a Composting Bin on Easter Island
· International Help Fund Australia (IHFA) has established a new campaign to assist local efforts of saving Easter Island from its catastrophic environmental conditions by providing composting bins
· Composting diverts the organic waste from landfill which threatens the Island’s water supply, while providing enriched soils for subsistence farmers to grow healthy food

· The composting bins will help clear the contaminated water supply while also helping reduce greenhouse gas emissions

· International Help Fund Australia has recently been approved by the Australian Taxation Office for Tax Deductible Gift Recipient (DGR) status, meaning that gifts and donations to International Help Fund Australia will be Australian tax deductible

·  Unfortunately, Easter Island as a part of Chile does not receive DGR status 

· Easter Island therefore does not gain the aid it deserves and still faces the challenges faced by many developing countries

For further information please visit www.internationalhelpfund.org or contact:
Petra Campbell
CEO International Help Fund Australia

0415 243 066
info@pacifichelpfund.org 

MEDIA RELEASE
Sponsor a Composting Bin on Easter Island and Create a Sustainable Future
April, Australia – This month, International Help Fund Australia has launched a new campaign on Easter Island to save it from its severe environmental conditions. By providing composting bins to the1200 families inhabiting the island, International Help Fund Australia hopes to assist local efforts to clear the contaminated water supply and reduce greenhouse gas emissions. 
Composting is the ideal way to divert Easter Island’s wastes from landfill which threatens its water supply and it also provides enriched soils for subsistence farmers to grow healthy foods. International Help Fund Australia needs your help to ensure Easter Island –most famous for its gigantic Moai statues –receives the aid it requires to achieve its goal.
Easter Island’s geographic location, leaves it exposed to the elements and extreme temperatures and weather conditions affect the number of available food sources to, especially compared with most of the other Pacific Islands. In addition to this, Easter Island’s rainfall, somewhat low by Polynesian standards, percolates quickly into the volcanic soils that surround limiting fresh water supplies as a consequence. 

Today, the Island’s vegetation has changed from when it was first inhabited by humans. Once filled with rich forests of hardwood and palm trees, Easter Island is now bare and treeless, despite some efforts to reforest the land. This has resulted from the clearing of beautiful tropic flora to make fields for planting by Islanders, as well as the cutting down of trees to make firewood and lumber and the construction of the Island’s’ famed curious collection of Moai statues.

Easter Island’s history is the perfect example of how environmental degradation can and has destroyed a society through overexploiting its own resources. The islands environment, now an ecological wasteland, has decayed over the generations depicting a society that destroyed itself as a result of the actions taken by the Islanders. 
-MORE-

Petra Campbell, CEO of International Help Fund Australia states, “Easter Island holds a special place in my heart. The small, isolated, UNESCO listed Island deserves our help, and through this campaign we hope to change the lives of many living here, giving them the opportunity to learn about composting in  order to provide for them a better future, clearing their limited water supply from wastes, but also providing them with valuable and enriched compost, to assist the farmers to grow healthy food for their families”. 
Tumbleweed bins provide the ideal answer, providing a rust, rat and dog proof solution and are 100% recyclable at the end of their life. The Tumbleweed Compost Maker is an above ground, free standing tumbling composting bin that uses organic wastes to create valuable compost. 

The key to Tumbleweed composting bins is the air and moisture that is distributed by the tumble action which creates ideal conditions for rapid decomposition. Tumbleweed’s unique composting bin rotates around its axis through the width of the bin allowing its contents to fall from the top to the bottom as it is tumbled. The Tumbleweed Compost Maker also uses a breaker bar across the middle of the bin which helps break up the contents as they fall to create even better compost. Tumbleweed has also offered to give a free composting bin to every 10 bins sold.
To provide assistance and support in setting up the Tumbleweed composting bins, Petra Campbell will be travelling to Easter Island later this month to train the families on how to use the Tumbleweed bins, along with the help of a small community group.

Please consider the families of Easter Island, support International Help Fund Australia and Sponsor a composting bin, in order to contribute to a sustainable future for this unique, isolated Pacific Island. 

-END-

For further information please visit www.internationalhelpfund.org or contact:

Petra Campbell

CEO International Help Fund Australia

0415 243 066
info@pacifichelpfund.org 
Sponsor a Composting Bin on Easter Island
Frequently Asked Questions
Is my donation tax deductible?

Unfortunately, as Easter Island is a part of Chile it is not classified a developing country, despite many of the challenges faced being the same, if not worse, than other independent Island states classified as developing. This means that even though International Help Fund Australia has been approved by the Australian Taxation Office for Tax Deductible Gift Recipient status, any donations made to Easter Island for Sponsor a Composting Bin on Easter Island (or any other campaigns for Easter Island) will unfortunately not be tax deductible. 
Will the aid really get through?

CEO of International Help Fund Australia, Petra Campbell, along with a small community group will be visiting Easter Island throughout the duration of the campaign to ensure that all bins are set up in the homes of the families of Easter Island. Their first trip to Easter Island is scheduled in May 2009 and images of their progress will be available on our website. 
Is there a replacement policy if a compost bin breaks?

Tumbleweed has assured International Help Fund Australia that if any bin is faulty or defective they will replace the bin as required. The Tumbleweed Compost Maker comprises of a sturdy, high impact UV treated polypropylene body, with zinc plated steel fastenings that sit on galvanised steel legs. The bins are extremely straightforward and strong once set up, and so a replacement would be highly unlikely.  (For more information on the Tumbleweed Compost Maker please visit www.tumbleweed.com.au)
Who will be setting up the composting bins?

CEO of International Help Fund Australia, Petra Campbell will be assisting the local families along with the help of a community group to set up the composting bins on Easter Island.

Will there be support provided to the families receiving a compost bin?
Each composting bin comes with simple instructions and training and support will be provided to the families prior to set up as well as after.  
What further assistance can I provide for this (or similar) campaign(s)?

International Help Fund Australia provides support to a number of Islands of the Pacific as well as Easter Island. We welcome support of any kind with donations now being tax deductible (except for donations made to Easter Island). International Help Fund Australia also welcomes volunteers or services which are extremely useful both leading up to launching a project as well as throughout its duration. Volunteers or services which can assist with general upgrading and maintaining of our website, graphic design, researching and film editing as well as promotional and advertising support. 

To offer your help, donations can be made directly online, to our bank account or via cheque. Please visit the How You Can Help page on our website for further information or to make a donation, or contact Petra Campbell on info@internationalhelpfund.org or 0415 243 066.
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Thank you for sponsoring a composting bin on Easter Island.


You have made a significant contribution to the ecological sustainability of this beautiful, remote island of the


Pacific.





We hope you consider some of our other programs which you can learn more about on our website


� HYPERLINK "http://www.internationalhelpfund.org" �www.internationalhelpfund.org�





Many thanks and best wishes,


From the team at International Help Fund Australia
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